Star-Herald 1 e S t e Sunday, August 30, 2009 1B

Scenic
beauty
unveiled
Saturday

By RICK MYERS
Staff Reporter

For several years area out-
door enthusiasts have taken
advantage of several thou-
sand acres of available land
ranging from the familiar Buf
falo Creek southwest of Mel
beta to the Kiowa Wetlands
Area south of Morrill, but
now the playing field has ex-
panded.

As of yesterday four new ar-
eas have been open to the
public adding about 13,000
acres to the mix which now
amounts to about 20,000 total
aces or 31 square miles of
land available for hunting,
watching or photography.

Now the Carter Canyon
Ranch, Montz Point Wildlife
Management Area, Diamond
Bit and Spotted Tail areas are

open.

As a result the other fa-
vorite areas like Bead Moun-
tain, Wildcat Hill Nature Cen-
ter, The Nature Conservan-
cy/Murphy Ranch, Cedar
Canyon, Scotts Bluff National
Monument, Mitchell Valley,
and Horse Creek now have
neighbors,

At Saturday’s public event
at the Wildcat Hills Nature
Center, representatives of
Platte River Basin Environ-
ments Inc. and their conser-
vation partners met with the
public to showcase the Wild-
lands that have been devel
oped over the past two
decad

es.
Volunteers and wildlife pro-
fessionals work to expand
public lands while enhancing
the many plant and animal
communities that are found in
the biologically unique re-

gion.
Ecologist Pat Reece said
‘The Nature Conservancy has
ized the Wildcat Hills
as “biologically unique,”
which gives a special interna-
tional designation to the area.
As part of the Wildcat Hills
Wildlands Initiative has re-
sulted in conservation plan-
ning efforts to identify the
most strategic tracts of land
that would be effective in con-
serving the unique ecosys-
tem.
Reece said the previous
landowners of the area had a
tremendous love of the land

some,” said Reece.

For persons using the new
or any of the areas wildlife
partners ask that signs be
strictly obeyed. As a variety of
hunting seasons begin users
are also cautioned to be aware
of hunting seasons, regula-
tions, parking areas, bound-
aries and restrictions.
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TOP: Bead Mountain south
of Gering is a relatively new
acquisition and is one of
the more scenic areas.

ABOVE LEFT: A map of the




