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Lending a hand

¥ Local group helping
veterans, youth enj oy outdoors

By ROGER HOLSINGER
Assistant Editor
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MORRILL — Jeff Teasley
hadn't been hunting in mare
than 30 years , because
ofa spmalmtdlmu:y that re-

him to be in a wheel-

Bﬁd&&ntﬁeh&m]mﬁ
get into game as
sat in blind along a slough near
the North Platte River on Jan.
4.

‘T\reg'otnothmgtoloseand
to gain,” he said
about the opportunity.

Thanks to the work of many
people and members of the
Platte River Basin Environ-
ments, Teasley and other veter-
ans have the opportunity to ex-
perience a hunt.

Teasleysmdh)smmmgm
the river was “awesome” and

—hﬂthe opportunity t,obyhunt
Wl ebemgsnpemsed spe-
cially trained

Mike Adkins, the organu.w
of the veteran’s portion of the
project, said he came up with
the idea about six months be-
fore his discharge from the U.S.
Marine Corps.

don't have an o,Pportnn:ty to
get out and do it.

He said his first thought was
to try and do it on some friend’s
property until he ran into
Bruce Rolls at Western Trails

Sports.

Adkins said while visiting
with Rolls, he learned that a
portion of some PRBE land was
going to be set aside for veter-
ans to hunt on as well as offer
youth the opportunity to expe-
rience supervised hunting.

“By running into Bruce
(Rolls), Hod Kosman and Plat-
te River Basin Environments, I
was able to achieve this,” Ad-
kins said. “1 talked to some oth-
er people and was able to ob-
tain donations including steel
and wood for blinds. There has
been an overwhelming amount
of support and we hope that we
can continue to do it,” he said.

Orx]:]a Adkins l’onnﬂfethe sup-
port, he prepared area in
about four months. The area
includes access to two blinds —
one that is wheelchair accessi-
ble — al a slough from the
North Plaonife River.

'Ihaslefi:as the ﬁrssveteran
to use specially designed
blind, which was made to ac-
commodate his all-terrain

wheel chair.
“It's a culmination for all the
different people's ideas and it

the ducks shot during a hunt near Morrill on Jan. 4.

rewarding,” Adkins
ing that the
the program is to give back to
those who have served this
country,
Teasley, who lives in
g:u th Ao Mht‘;mugi'l
t eoppm'tu!uty
Public Affairs Officer
Ruben with the VA Medu:a]
Cenberm(.heyanneandtiwult
“just all fell into place,” he said.
While Teasley, 49, can walk
short distances w:thame he
ha.anofeelinginhisle&legand
has some use of his right leg.
Most of the time he needs a
w g
Teasley’s injury occurred
when he was 20 and fell off a

cord while serving in the U.S,

Navy on the USS. Spiegel

Grove LSD-32.
The last time had

been hunting was when he was

in his teens. He said

his injury he found there

LEFT: After a successful
morning of hunting near
Morrill, from the left, Scott
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Holsinger

BELOW: Teasley, a

disabled veteran from
Cheyenne, Wyo., pulls up to
take a shot at some passing
ducks during a hunt
southwest of Morrill on Jan. 4,

world to me.”
He said that whl]a ha has a
spinal
injuries, he hadn’t been able to
use it 't:muae there aren't
many hunting areas in
“As soon as this opportunity
became available two weeks

I jumped on it.”
mHeJ sa.igedihat lha wuuldg;

trouble sleeping the night be-
fore because he was 50 excited.

“I think what happens with
a lot of veterans that have a
life-changing illness or injury
oftentimes it's hard to move be-

yond that and through the op-
portunities that the Platte Riv-
er Bagin Environments creat-
ed for us, it really illustrates to
guys like Jeff that there is still
a lot to be discovered out there,
“It’srea]lyuph.ih.ngtoneethe
of our unities

weren't many
for someone in a wheelchair,

“This is a new normal,” he
said. "Pmahlahogetoul.hm
and shoot at a goose; the cama-
raderie, to meet new
people. I've met some new
friends who I hope to be life-
time friends,

“My wife said she hadn't seen
me smile this much and I had-
n't even left the house yet to
come up here so it means the

any
abled or not — to take advan-
tage of this opportunity.
“Hmmcpwtmutnget
it's beautiful here, the guys you

are with are great and it really
helr your mind-set,” Teasley

Ruben said Adkins who had
a vision to open land that he
was raised on and share it with
his fellow veterans contacted
him “out of the blue.”

hunting

He said the ada
{trlﬁl_) was a first for Cheyenne

“T'd say it was a great experi-
ence,” Ruben said. “Getting to
know Mike (Adkins) and Hod
(Kosman) was a very fortunate
encounter.”

Ruben said it would he hard
to measure the amount of en-
joyment Teasley had saying
that he told him that he had

over time ... just because a
man or a woman might be in a
. its not a limita-

Roilssaadtl'latma&dlﬁmto

"We have a number of men-
tors that have taken the
Hunter’s Safety Instructor
Certification and they are set
up now. If we have some kids
who don't get an opportunity
to hunt who need some place
and someone to mentor them,
we're ready to do that,” he

said.
Youth interested in taking
part in the must be

program
certified through the Hunter's
Safety Program and then fill

mxmammmmswmsnmmmmm,nmmmwm Adkins, the org k
during the first veteran hunt on Jan. 4.

out an application form at
Western Trails Sports in
Scottsbluff.

Both Rolls and Adkins said
none of this would be possible
without the commitment
shown Hod and

by
members of the Platte River
Bagin Environmen

wouldn't be able to accomplish
any of this without him.

“We are
Fntm.n-ﬁeet
ooking at any number of op-
pm'l.umh.es for kids and veter-
ans,” Rolls said.

He said future plans for the

the waterfowl and posslbly

Amstngadhnsmmukmg
the program a reality included
Seott Cowan who did the wood

C Steel and R & C Welding do-
nated steel and welding ser-
vices.
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